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16  Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life

Grade 2 Home Guide, page 40

Lesson Goals
• to state that Jesus died and rose for us
• to recall that we each have a personal 

relationship with Jesus
• to identify that Jesus is with us in good 

times and bad

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1568 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Mark 16:1–6).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of 

the chapter 16 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Jesus Died and Rose for Us
Mark 16:1–6

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
  Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 16 

activity booklet.
 Ask your child to name some things he or she 

thinks of that are associated with Easter.
 Tell your child that today’s lesson celebrates 

God’s goodness and Jesus’ Resurrection.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1568 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Mark 16:1–6).
 Ask your child these questions:

• Why did the women go to the tomb?  
(to anoint Jesus’ body)

• What did they find when they got to the 
tomb? (The stone had already been rolled 
back; a young man sat inside.)

• What did the young man tell the women? 
( Jesus was not in the tomb because he had 
been raised.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1569 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 16 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. anoint, 2. Alarmed, 3. tomb,  
4. angel, 5. raised

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Alleluia, 

Praise the Lord!” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 16 activity booklet. 

 Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or 

she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 16 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the image of 
the tomb on page 1568 in The Catholic 
Children’s Bible. Encourage your child to 
find this image on the folder. It can be 
found in one place.

 Conclude by praying the prayer 
on page 4 of the chapter 16 
activity booklet.

 



Chapter

16

© 2019 Saint Mary’s Press

Grade 2 Home Guide, page 41

Key Words
Alleluia  Praise the Lord!
Resurrection  Jesus’ rising from the dead on the 
third day after he died on the cross.

Review
1. What does the word Alleluia mean?
2. Why does Jesus’ dying and rising give us 
 great hope?
3. How do we experience little deaths and 
 resurrections in our own lives?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Think about a time when you felt hopeless. Maybe 
you had a tough spelling test, broke a favorite toy, 
or had a fight with a friend. Now think about what 
fills you with hope. What does hope feel like? How 
does your face look when you feel hopeful?

Jesus’ dying and rising gives us great hope. He 
died and rose for us because we are so important 
to him. That’s plenty of reason for us to hope. But our 
hope doesn’t stop there! Because of Jesus’ death and 
Resurrection, we know that God will give us new 
life when we die. He will take us to be with him in 
Heaven, where we will live forever, if we have 
followed Jesus in our lives. In fact, Heaven means 
“life with God forever.” 

But our hope still doesn’t stop there. Jesus 
promised he would always be with us. Because

of his Resurrection, he can keep this promise! And 
because he is always with us, each of us can have 
a personal relationship with Jesus. When things are 
going well, or even when they are not going well, we 
can always depend on Jesus being with us. We can 
talk with him in prayer to tell him about our day—our 
good moments and our bad moments. We know that 
the Risen Jesus is also present to us in the sacraments, 
especially in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. 

We die and rise with Jesus in the hard times 
and the happy times we experience each day. These 
are the “little deaths” and “little resurrections” in our 
own lives. No matter how difficult our life can be 
sometimes, we always have reason to hope and 
believe that things will get better. Alleluia! Praise  
the Lord!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live 
Our Faith resource corresponds to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “God the Father Sent His Son to Us,” page 12
If you have additional time, read the selection 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Alleluia, Praise the Lord!

1. Praise the Lord! 2. We know that we will be raised to 
new life after we die; we know that Jesus is with us always. 
3. In the hard and happy times of life; accept all 
reasonable responses.
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Lesson Goals
• to explain the event of Pentecost as the time 

when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples
• to recall that the Holy Spirit strengthens us in 

the Sacrament of Confirmation
• to identify that we are called to be disciples 

and tell others about Jesus

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1714 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible (Acts 2:1–6).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 

of the chapter 17 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

We Are Strengthened in Confirmation
Scripture Focus: Acts 2:1–6

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
  Pray the prayer on page 1 of the 

chapter 17 activity booklet.
 Ask your child to share some ways we can 

become stronger in faith (such as reading 
Scripture, going to Mass, and receiving the 
Eucharist). 

 Tell your child that together you will  
learn about a powerful way that we are 
strengthened in our faith to follow Jesus 
and to tell others about God’s love.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1714 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Acts 2:1–6).
 Ask your child these questions:

• What was unusual about the wind on 
Pentecost? (It was very strong and filled the 
house where the disciples were gathered.)

• What were the tongues of fire in the 
reading? (flames of fire that touched each 
one there)

• What was unusual about the way the 
disciples began to speak? (People who 
spoke different languages could all  
understand them.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1715 of The Catholic  
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 17 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. Pentecost, 2. wind, 3. fire,  
4. Holy Spirit, 5. languages

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Share 

God’s Love Today” on the second page 
of this home guide chapter. Review the key 
word. Use the review questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the puzzle on 
page 3 of the chapter 17 activity booklet. 
Answers: See solution on the third page of this 
home guide chapter.  

 Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or  

she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 17 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Remind your child that fire and flames are 
symbols of the Holy Spirit. Encourage your 
child to find an image of fire on the folder. 
It can be found in two places. 

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 17 activity booklet.
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Key Word
Sacrament of Confirmation  The sacrament 
by which the Holy Spirit strengthens us as followers 
of Jesus.

Review
1. What is the Sacrament of Confirmation?
2. How do we see the gifts we receive from the 
 Holy Spirit?
3. What does the Holy Spirit strengthen us to do?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

When you were baptized, the priest lit a white candle 
from the Easter candle and gave it to your parents. 
Your parents might even have kept that candle among 
your baby keepsakes. The flame of the candle was 
a sign that in Baptism, the Holy Spirit blessed you in  
a special way!

The Sacrament of Confirmation strengthens 
and deepens that gift of the Holy Spirit that we first 
receive in Baptism. In fact, the Holy Spirit strengthens 
us in Confirmation in the same way that the Holy  
Spirit strengthened the disciples at that first Pentecost. 

In today’s reading, we learned that wind is 
another sign of the Holy Spirit. Can we see wind? 
No, but we can see what it does—it moves grass, 
makes trees sway, and sends clouds across the sky. 
In just the same way, we cannot see the Holy Spirit. 
But we can see the gifts of the Spirit! We see these 
gifts when we are more kind and helpful to others, 
when we grow in our love for God, and so on. 

The Holy Spirit makes us stronger in our faith. 
Just like those first disciples, we are also called to 
be disciples—to tell others about Jesus. What can 
you do to share God’s love with others today? 

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activity in the We Know 
and Live Our Faith resource correspond to the 
concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “We Belong to the Church” + activity, 
   pages 18–19
• “Confirmation,” page 26
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and invite your child to complete the  
activity.

Share God’s Love Today
1. The Sacrament of Confirmation is the sacrament by 
which the Holy Spirit strengthens us as followers of Jesus. 
2. We see these gifts through actions. 3. The Holy Spirit 
strengthens us to be disciples and tell others about Jesus; 
we are called to share God’s love with others.
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Lesson Goals
• to identify the work that the early disciples did
• to state that we bring others to Jesus by 

learning about him, talking about him, and 
living the way he taught

• to explain that Jesus promised to be with us 
and help us live as his disciples

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1520 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Matthew 28:16–20).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4  
of the chapter 18 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

We Are Disciples
Scripture Focus: Matthew 28:16–20

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
  Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 

18 activity booklet.
 Invite your child to share what he or she 

thinks it means to follow Jesus.
 Tell your child that together you will learn 

how to stand up for Jesus, by learning about 
him, telling others about him, and living as he 
taught us to live.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1520  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Matthew 28:16–20).

 Ask your child these questions:
• Whom did Jesus want the disciples to go 

to? (to everyone, in all places)
• Why did Jesus want the disciples to go 

to all peoples? (to make them disciples 
of Jesus)

• What did Jesus want his followers to teach 
all peoples? (to obey everything that Jesus 
commanded)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1521 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 18 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. disciples; 2. heaven, earth;  
3. peoples; 4. Father, Son, Holy Spirit; 
5. always

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Go and 

Make Disciples” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key word. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 18 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or  

she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 18 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the image of Jesus 
on the left side of page 1520 in The Catholic 
Children’s Bible. Encourage your child to find 
this image on the folder. It can be found in 
one place.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 18 activity booklet.
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Key Word
role models  People with good qualities, whom 
we admire and want to be like.

Review
1. Why is it important to continue learning about   
 Jesus?
2. How is Jesus with us today as we continue to   
 spread his message to others?
3. What are some things you can do as a disciple of  
 Jesus?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Who are some heroes in your everyday life? in your 
family? your school? your town? What qualities make 
them heroes in your eyes? Which qualities do you 
want to have also?

The best heroes are role models: people we 
admire and want to be like. In today’s reading, 
Jesus asked his disciples to be role models—to make 
new disciples by baptizing people and teaching 
them to obey all of his commands. His early disciples 
traveled far to teach about Jesus and create new 
communities of faith. Some wrote the Gospels and the 
letters in the New Testament. All faced difficult times, 
challenges, and even dangers, just so they could 
teach others about Jesus. They were our first Christian 
role models.

Jesus wants you to be a role model too! To be 
a disciple of Jesus, you must speak and act as Jesus 
did. When you speak kindly, help others, and share 
the message of Jesus’ love, you are doing what Jesus 
told his first followers to do. You must also keep 
learning about Jesus, like you are doing right now. 
The more you know about him, the more you can 
understand his loving message and share it with 
others.

Does this seem like a big task? Jesus’ first 
disciples thought so! But take comfort, because Jesus 
said that he would be with us always to help us live 
as his disciples. He is with us through the Holy Spirit, 
and he is with us every time we receive the Eucharist 
and the other sacraments. We are never alone.

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live 
Our Faith resource corresponds to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “We Belong to the Church” (first paragraph),  
   page 18
If you have additional time, read the selection 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Go and Make Disciples
1. To understand better his message of loving others; 
to help us teach others about Jesus. 2. Jesus is present 
through the Holy Spirit and in the Eucharist and the 
other sacraments. 3. Accept reasonable responses.
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Lesson Goals
• to indicate that Jesus is a king who identifies 

with the least important people
• to explain that we should serve those in need 

as followers of Jesus
• to state that people often have needs that 

cannot be seen

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1510 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Matthew 25:34, 37–40).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 19 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

We Love Those in Need
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:34, 37–40

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
  Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 

19 activity booklet.
 Remind your child that sometimes we see 

people around us, but we don’t really know 
what they might be going through or what 
they really need.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 
how we must serve and care for those in 
need, as followers of Jesus.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1510 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Matthew 25:34, 37–40).

 Ask your child these questions:
• Who are the righteous? (good people)
• What did the righteous people ask the 

King? (When did we feed you, give you 
a drink, welcome you, clothe you, or visit 
you?)

• What did the King answer the people? 
(Whenever you helped one of the least 
important people, you helped me.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1511 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 19 activity 
booklet. Answers: feed, drink, welcome, 
least important, me

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Caring for 

Those in Need” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key word. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 19 activity booklet. 
Answers: From top picture to bottom: Visit the sick, 
Clothe the naked, Feed the hungry, Bury the dead

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing she or 

he learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 19 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the image of the 
person with a crutch on the bottom of page 
1510 in The Catholic Children’s Bible. 
Encourage your child to find this image 
on the folder, explaining that it is facing 
a different direction. It can be found in one 
place.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on 
page 4 of the chapter 19 activity 
booklet.
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Key Word
Works of Mercy  Things we do to help those 
in need.

Review
1. How can the Works of Mercy show our love for   
 Jesus?
2. Who are we caring for when we care for those   
 most in need?
3. How can we be welcome in the Kingdom of God? 

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Think of kings and queens you have met in books 
and movies. How do rulers act? What makes a good 
ruler? What makes a bad ruler?

Today’s reading talks about a king. Jesus is 
that king! He explains that we are welcome in the 
Kingdom of his Father when we are kind and helpful 
to others. When we care for those most in need, we 
care for Jesus. This is how we live out our promise to 
be followers of Jesus.

The things we do to help others in need are called 
Works of Mercy. The actions Jesus mentions in 
today’s reading are the Corporal Works of Mercy: 
things we do to take care of others’ physical needs. 
We can also perform Spiritual Works of Mercy to 

care for people spiritually. You can find both kinds 
of Works of Mercy on page 1989 in The Catholic 
Children’s Bible. Look at those lists now, and think of 
some ways you and your family can live out those 
works. For example, you might not be able to visit 
those in prison, but you can pray for them.

We can’t always see the needs that people have. 
But everyone has needs, and some people are suf-
fering more than we can see with our eyes. We must 
always treat people with kindness and care, just as 
we want them to treat us gently. The next time you 
encounter a difficult person, stop and pray: “Jesus, I 
don’t know what’s going on in their life. Help them, 
and help me be understanding. Amen.”

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know 
and Live Our Faith resource correspond to the 
concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “Everyone Has Equal Dignity” + activity, 
   pages 45–46
If you have additional time, read the selection 
together, and invite your child to complete the 
activity.

Caring for Those in Need

1. Accept all reasonable responses. 2. When we care for 
those most in need, we are caring for Jesus. 3. By being 
kind and helpful to others, especially those most in need.
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Lesson Goals
• to identify that prayer can help us be open 

to God’s plan
• to state that Mary is an example of complete 

trust in God
• to recall that we can always call on Mary 

to help us trust in God

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1574 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Luke 1:30–33, 38).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 20 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Praying with Mary
Scripture Focus: Luke 1:30–33, 38

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
  Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 20 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to share a few thoughts 

about Mary, the mother of Jesus, and what 
made her special. 

 Tell your child that together you will learn 
how Mary responded when God chose her 
to be the mother of Jesus.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1574 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Luke 1:30–33, 38).

 Ask your child these questions:
• Who sent the angel to Mary? (God)
• What message did the angel give Mary? 

(God has been gracious to her, and she 
would give birth to Jesus.)

• What was Mary’s answer to the angel? 
(that she is the Lord’s servant; yes)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1575 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 20 activity booklet. 
Answers: afraid, gracious, Jesus, great, Son, 
servant, happen

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Say, Yes, 

to God” on the second page of this home 
guide chapter. Use the review questions to 
check your child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 20 activity booklet. 
Answers: 3, 1, 4, 6, 2, 5

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing she or  

he learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 20 activity booklet 
to complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to locate the image of Mary 
and the angel on the bottom of page 1574 in 
The Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage your 
child to find this image on the folder. It can be 
found in one place. 

 Take a moment to look at the images 
on the folder together, and talk 
about any images that are 
particular favorites. 

 Conclude by praying the prayer 
on page 4 of the chapter 20 activity 
booklet.



Chapter

20

© 2019 Saint Mary’s Press

Grade 2 Home Guide, page 50

Review
1. What does Mary’s yes to God model for us?
2. How can we discover what God has planned 
 for us?
3. What is one prayer we say that is devoted to   
 Mary? 

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Imagine what it was like to be Mary. An angel 
appeared in front of her and told her not to be 
afraid! The angel said that God had chosen her 
to be the mother of his Son. How would you have 
reacted? Would you have start laughing? Would 
you have fainted? Would you have rubbed your 
eyes to see if someone was playing a joke on you?

In today’s reading, we learn that Mary did 
something amazing. She just said, “Yes!” Mary 
knew she could trust God and his special plan for 
her. So she told the angel that she would do what 
God asked her to do. 

God also has a special plan for you. You 
probably don’t know what it is yet! But if you talk to 

God every day in prayer, you will understand, more 
and more, what God plans for you. Then you are 
also called to trust in God and say yes to his plan. 
Mary showed us, by her example, how to trust God 
completely. We can always ask Mary to help us 
understand God’s plan for us, and we can ask her 
to help us grow in our faith and trust in God.

If you have trouble finding the words to talk to 
Mary, you can always say the Hail Mary. In this 
prayer, we recall what the angel said to her, and we 
ask Mary to pray for us always. Say this prayer with 
your family today, and open your heart so that Mary, 
our Mother, can guide you.

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live 
Our Faith resource corresponds to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “Mary Is the Mother of God,” page 16
If you have additional time, read the selection 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Say “Yes” to God

1. Complete faith and trust in God. 2. Keep talking to God 
in prayer. 3. The Hail Mary.


